Chaldeans Study Notes (Babylon)

Gen 10:6 The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan.

Gen 10:7 The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of
Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.

Gen 10:8 Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man.

Gen 10:9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a
mighty hunter before the LORD.”

Gen 10:10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of
Shinar.

Gen 11:27 Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, and
Haran; and Haran fathered Lot.

Gen 11:28 Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the land of his kindred, in Ur of
the Chaldeans.

Gen 11:29 And Abram and Nahor took wives. The name of Abram's wife was Sarai, and the
name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah.

Gen 11:30 Now Sarai was barren; she had no child.

Gen 11:31 Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his
daughter-in-law, his son Abram's wife, and they went forth together from Ur of the
Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came to Haran, they settled there.

Gen 11:32 The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah died in Haran.

e The verses above are provided for the earliest context of the Chaldeans as well as the
fact that Abram (Abraham) and his ancestors trace their lineage back through this
people and area.

e This provides a historical background for even the Hebrew people.



- Fertile Crescent

.
ean
Soa ey

Pl

SAHARA

Black Sea

o
«
w
n-
otialiuons ® N
=
HITTITE mw & ‘T‘
. Wt-E
=

ANATOLIA

Saudi Arabia



Chaldeans - Babylonian Empire Timeline
Patriarchal & Early References
c. 2100-2000 BC

« Ur of the Chaldeans (Ur Kasdim)

o Abram called out by God Genesis 11:28, 31; 12:1; 15:7

“Chaldean” functions as a regional/ethnic designation, not a political power

Chaldeans as Tribal Peoples
c. 1100-900 BC

o Chaldeans emerge as Semitic tribes in southern Mesopotamia

« Live along the lower Euphrates and marshlands

« No centralized state
Assyrian Domination Period
c. 900-650 BC

o Assyrian Empire dominates Mesopotamia

o Chaldeans appear in Assyrian records as:

o Rebellious tribal leaders
o Occasional rulers of Babylon, quickly deposed

« Babylon remains culturally supreme but politically subordinate
The Chaldean Takeover of Babylon
626 BC

« Nabopolassar, a Chaldean prince, seizes Babylon

« Declares independence from Assyria Jeremiah 25:12 (background)
Assyrian records confirm Babylonian revolt

Key transition point:
Chaldeans move from tribal identity = ruling dynasty

Fall of Assyria
612 BC

« Nineveh destroyed by Babylonian-Median coalition Nahum 1-3
609 BC

o Final Assyrian defeat at Harran



e Assyrian Empire ends
Rise of the Neo-Babylonian (Chaldean) Empire
605 BC
« Battle of Carchemish
« Nebuchadnezzar Il defeats Egypt Jeremiah 46:2
o First deportation from Judah Daniel 1:1-3
Chaldean Babylon at Its Peak
605-562 BC
o Reign of Nebuchadnezzar Il
o Empire stretches from the Persian Gulf to the Levant
o Major biblical events:
o Sieges of Jerusalem
= 597 BC 2Kings 24
= 586 BC (Temple destroyed) 2 Kings 25; Jeremiah 52
o Daniel serves in the court of the “Chaldeans” Daniel 2:2, 4
Post-Nebuchadnezzar Decline
562-556 BC
o Rapid turnover of kings
o Internal instability
Belshazzar & the End
c. 553-539 BC
« Belshazzar, co-regent, called:
o “King of the Chaldeans” Daniel 5:30
539 BC
« Fall of Babylon to Cyrus the Great Daniel 5:31; Isaiah 45:1
Chaldean political power ends
Persian Period
539 BC onward

« Babylon absorbed into the Medo-Persian Empire



o Chaldeans persist as:
o A scholarly/astrological class Daniel 2:10; 5:7

« Ethnic identity fades into imperial bureaucracy

Babylon’s Influence on Later Biblical Empires
1. Administrative & Imperial Model
Core Babylonian Contributions
« Centralized bureaucracy with provincial governance
« Record-keeping using standardized cuneiform archives
o Professional scribal class
o Tribute-based economy
Influence on Later Empires
o Medo-Persian Empire
o Adopted Babylonian provincial systems (satrapies built on earlier models)
o Preserved Babylonian scribes and administrators Daniel 6:1-2
o Greek Empire
o Seleucid rulers retained Babylonian administrative cities
o Used Babylon as a regional capital
e« Roman Empire
o Inherited the idea of imperial provinces governed by appointed officials
o Bureaucratic continuity more Babylonian than Greek in structure

Babylon pioneered the “managed empire” —rule through administration rather than
constant military presence.

2. Law, Justice, and Royal Authority

Babylonian Influence
« Codification of law (e.g., Code of Hammurabi, earlier but still foundational)
o King as supreme judge under divine authority

Later Empires

o Persians



o Kings issued binding decrees Esther 1:19; Daniel 6:8
o Laws seen as unchangeable once sealed—Babylonian legal philosophy
« Romans

o Advanced codified law further (Roman Law), but the idea of law as imperial
order traces back to Mesopotamia

3. Religion, Idolatry, and State Cults
Babylonian Religious System
o Pantheon headed by Marduk
« State-sponsored temples
« Priestly elites tied to royal power
« Astrology and divination as tools of governance
Isaiah 47:12—-13 Daniel 2:2; 4:7
Transmission to Other Empires
Medes & Persians
« Early Persian religion (pre-Zoroastrian synthesis) absorbed:
o Babylonian ritual forms
o Temple administration

« Persians allowed subject peoples to keep temples—but kept Babylonian priesthood
intact

Greeks
« lIdentified Babylonian gods with Greek equivalents
o Continued temple endowments
» Greek astrology is directly dependent on Babylonian astronomy
Romans
o Imperial cult mirrors Babylon’s state religion + emperor authority
o Moystery religions adopted Babylonian-symbolic cosmology
Revelation 17-18 reflects Rome as “Babylon” the archetype of idolatrous empire
4. Science, Time, and Cosmology
Babylonian Innovations

« Base-60 mathematics



o 60-minute hour
o 360-degree circle
o Advanced astronomy and star catalogs
« Calendar systems used for agriculture, religion, and governance
Influence Chain
« Persians preserved Babylonian astronomical texts
« Greeks (esp. Ptolemy) built directly on Babylonian data
« Romans inherited Greek astronomy - Babylonian roots
Isaiah 47:13 condemns Babylon’s reliance on astrology
Modern timekeeping still bears Babylon’s imprint.
5. Language, Education, and Elite Formation
Babylonian Model
» Elite education in:
o Languages
o Mathematics
o Religious texts
« Training conquered elites for service
Daniel 1:3—5 — Judean youths trained in the “learning of the Chaldeans”
Later Adoption
« Persians educated multi-ethnic elites
« Greeks formalized elite education (paideia)
« Romans institutionalized it for governance
Babylon introduced cultural assimilation through education, not just force.
6. Imperial Ideology & Prophetic Archetype
Babylon as the First “Global” Empire
o Universal kingship claims
« Capital as the cosmic center
« Monumental architecture (ziggurats, Ishtar Gate)

Genesis 11:1-9 (Tower of Babel) establishes Babylon as unity in rebellion against God



